
From: Gillette, Maria@DTSC
To: Canteenwala, Eric
Subject: FW: Carver draft letter and fact sheet
Date: Monday, September 21, 2015 9:26:53 AM
Attachments: Carver ES Letter MG Revisions 8 27 2115-Oliver.doc

Good morning Eric,
May I please request your review of the attached draft letter that DTSC is planning to send the
Garden Grove Unified School District regarding community concerns at Carver ES. DTSC spoke with
Oliver Pacifico at the State RWQCB last week, and Oliver made additional revisions to the attached
letter. May I please request your mailing address be provided as you will be cc’d on this letter.
Also please let know if you have time this afternoon for a quick phone call. I hope you are feeling
better – late summer colds are the worst.
Thanks,
Maria

From: Pacifico, Oliver@Waterboards 
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2015 5:08 PM
To: Garza, Yolanda@DTSC; Gillette, Maria@DTSC
Cc: Mascarenas, Ana@DTSC
Subject: RE: Carver draft letter and fact sheet

Hi Yolanda, I inserted language at two locations (see Track Changes). Let me know if this works
or if you need more (or less) or something else.
Oliver
From: Garza, Yolanda@DTSC 
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2015 3:45 PM
To: Pacifico, Oliver@Waterboards; Gillette, Maria@DTSC
Cc: Mascarenas, Ana@DTSC
Subject: Carver draft letter and fact sheet
Thank you for your participation in the conference call today. Attached for our joint review is the
latest letter and attachment as requested. My understanding is that this draft will be edited to
include a short paragraph relevant to today’s discussion. If you have any changes to this letter please
send it through me, and we can keep each other on the cc list as well.
Have a good weekend,
Yolanda Garza
Supervising Hazardous Substances Engineer
Schools Evaluation and Brownfields Outreach Program
Brownfields and Environmental Restoration Program
(818) 968-9966

mailto:Maria.Gillette@dtsc.ca.gov
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September XX, 2015

Ms. Gabriela Mafi, Ed.D.                                                                              Superintendent of Schools                                                                                       Garden Grove Unified School District                                                                           10331 Stanford Avenue, Garden Grove, CA 92840  


Re: Environmental Concerns at Carver Elementary School


Dear Superintendant Mafi,                                                                     


The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), in accordance with the requirements of the California Education Code, Section 17213, conducts comprehensive environmental reviews and cleanups at school’s utilizing state funding for property acquisition and/or construction. In the past fifteen years, DTSC has overseen the successful investigation and cleanup of contaminated property at more than 1,900 schools statewide, and ensured a healthy educational environment for over 630,000 students.    


The intent of this letter is twofold; first to inform you that DTSC recently received community concerns regarding public health and safety issues at the Carver Elementary School in the Garden Grove Unified School District (GGUSD). And second, to offer DTSC’s environmental expertise, and provide guidance on the safe management of hazardous building materials commonly encountered in older schools when conducting renovation or demolition work defined as “modernization”. 

Typical hazardous materials present at older schools include friable asbestos containing materials, lead-based paint, pesticides, and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) from electric transformers, light ballasts and contaminated building materials. Unless properly assessed, managed and disposed, contaminated building materials can result in potentially contaminated construction and demolition (C&D) debris that presents a hazard to human health and the environment, and potential liability to a school district.

Sensitive receptors, such as young children, are particularly at risk if exposed to hazardous materials inadvertently released to the environment when older school buildings are renovated without proper preliminary assessment and management.

Carver Elementary School  


In April 2015, several community members notified DTSC of environmental and public health and safety concerns at the Carver Elementary School, located at 11105 Santa Rosalia Street in the City of Stanton, Orange County, California. It is DTSC’s understanding that Carver Elementary School was constructed in 1960, and is currently closed for modernization, including the replacement of ventilation, electrical and plumbing systems. GGUSD’s website reports the funding source for the modernization work was derived from the 2010 Measure “A” School Bond, and that Carver Elementary School is planned to reopen in September 2015 as a learning center for developmentally disabled pre-school children. 

The public health and safety concerns reported at Carver Elementary School included the suspected presence of friable asbestos, lead based paint; PCB contaminated building materials, pesticides, discolored and potentially contaminated soil, and fuel pipeline leaks. The community reported additional environmental issues outside of DTSC’s regulatory jurisdiction; including the safety of the drinking water supply, the presence of dead birds, school property vandalism and graffiti, and potential exposure to Electromagnetic Field (EMF) emissions by overhead power lines located adjacent to the school property. 


After receiving notification of the community’s concerns, DTSC obtained environmental reports for the soil investigation conducted at the Carver Elementary School. The reports focused on limited surface soil sampling that was conducted in the area where a reported natural gas leak occurred, and at four separate areas located adjacent to classrooms where students and staff could potentially come into direct contact with soil. The resulting analytical data reported the detection of total petroleum hydrocarbons;   lead and pesticides in soil were below levels of regulatory concern.  DTSC also obtained the 2015 Consumer Confidence Report on water quality from the Golden State Water Company, the utility that provides drinking water to Carver Elementary School.  The report shows that water supplied to Carver Elementary School meets all Federal and California drinking water standards.  The Golden State Water Company provides this report to its customers every year by July 1.

Currently, the California Education Code, Section 17070.15, does not require DTSC’s regulatory oversight at schools conducting modernization. Therefore the GGUSD was not required to obtain DTSC’s review or approval of the soil investigation and remedial action documents. In recognition of the potential human health and safety risks school modernization work can create, DTSC strongly encourages school districts take a proactive approach in assessing, removing and properly disposing hazardous building materials prior to initiating modernization activities at schools constructed, or renovated between 1950 and 1980. 

To assist school districts conduct safe modernization work, DTSC has developed the enclosed fact sheet that describes the federal and state regulatory requirements and best management practices that should be complied with to ensure the renovated school building provides a secure and healthy environment. 


DTSC’s mission is to protect the people of California and the environment from the harmful effects of toxic substances through the restoration of contaminated resources. Statewide, DTSC has worked with numerous school districts, private entities and community organizations to successfully remediate contaminated sites and allow for productive and safe reuse of the property. With this intent, DTSC reaches out to GGUSD. 

If you would like to meet to discuss the environmental issues or modernization process at Carver Elementary School, please contact me or my regional Senior Environmental Scientist for DTSC’s Schools Evaluation and Outreach Branch, Maria Gillette at (714) 484-5377.  We look forward to serving the environmental needs of your school and community.


Sincerely, 


Barbara Ann Lee, Director


California Department of Toxic Substances Control
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